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Once stigmatized as 'the worst epic ever written', Silius Italicus' Punica is now the focus of a resurgence of
critical interest and wide-ranging positive reappraisal. In a climate of flourishing interest in Flavian literary
culture, Punica  7 now joins the rising number of commentaries on Flavian epic. While offering an insightful
analysis of Silius' complex intertextuality, Littlewood demonstrates how his republican theme bears the
imprint of Rome's more recent experience of civil conflict and the military and civic ethos of the Flavians,
and illuminates the poet's engagement with luxuria, exploring tensions within the literary and political
culture of the Age of Domitian. The narrative of Punica 7 is a tale of treachery and perseverance, of a battle
of wills and the desecration of the Italian land, which is poetically interpreted through intertextual allusion to
Virgil's Georgics. In the centre of the book Hannibal commits the anti-pastoral atrocity of igniting 2000
Roman ploughing oxen to simulate a nocturnal raid based on Homer's Doloneia. The burning flesh of this
subverted sacrifice, interwoven with imagery evoking bacchanal madness and the rising smoke of the sack of
Troy, sets the stage for a dramatic finale in which Rome's traditional virtues triumph over oriental guile and
internal discord. This penetrating study explores how the historical narrative coalesces with mythology, the
proto-history of Rome, and the genealogy of its protagonists.

Littlewood's volume is the first full English commentary on a book of Silius Italicus' Punica and is supported
by an extended introduction covering Silius' life, his literary models, the characterization of his protagonists,
Fabius and Hannibal, his epic style, and the transmission of the text.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Weigel:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7. Try to the actual book
Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Katrina Varga:

In other case, little folks like to read book Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Commentary on
Silius Italicus, Punica 7. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Alberta Townsend:

This Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 without we understand teach the one who examining it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 can bring
any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 having great
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Judy Newberry:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 is
simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space
to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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