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In this perceptive and revealing study, Mary Waters explores the "reinvention" of ethnicity in the lives of the
grandchildren and great grandchildren of European immigrants, asking how their ethnic heritage is lived,
maintained, and celebrated. Through in-depth interviews with sixty third and fourth generation white ethnics
in suburban California and Pennsylvania, the author discovers a surprisingly resilient sense of ethnicity
among people who could reasonably label themselves simply "American."

Mary Waters' research brings to light a fascinating history of American immigration, revealing aspects of a
shared culture and ideology and the unique ways in which ethnic identities fulfill very American needs.
Describing the "symbolic ethnicity" of later generation white ethnics as a quintessential American
phenomenon, she argues that ethnicity has retained its importance in our lives precisely because it allows
people to reconcile the contradictory American values of choice, individuality, and community.

In addition to her exploration of the symbolic ethnicity of later generation middle-class whites, Mary Waters
addresses its cost to society, contrasting it with the optionless ethnicity of non-white Americans. Her
conclusions in Ethnic Options constitute an invaluable contribution to our understanding of contemporary
American life.
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From reader reviews:

Milford Garrett:

Here thing why that Ethnic Options: Choosing Identities in America are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Ethnic Options: Choosing Identities in America giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Ethnic Options: Choosing
Identities in America. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Ethnic Options: Choosing Identities in America in e-book
can be your alternative.

Julie Nealy:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Ethnic Options: Choosing Identities in America can be
very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Chris Walker:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Ethnic Options:
Choosing Identities in America that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Ethnic Options: Choosing Identities in America
become your own starter.

Kathy Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Ethnic Options: Choosing Identities in
America publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Ethnic Options: Choosing
Identities in America as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that
can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind



of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.
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