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Between the trials of Oscar Wilde in the 1890s and the beginnings of legal reforms in the 1960s, the West
End stage was dominated by the work of gay playwrights. Many of their plays, such as Private Lives, Blithe
Spirit and The Deep Blue Sea are established classics and continue to inform our culture. In this fascinating
book, covering both familiar and lesser-known works, Sean O'Connor examines the legacy of Wilde as a
playwright and as a gay man, and explores in the works of Somerset Maugham, Noel Coward and Terence
Rattigan the resonance of Wilde's agenda for tolerance and his creed of individuality. O'Connor
contextualises these plays against the enormous social and historical changes of the twentieth century. He
also examines the legal restrictions which regulated the personal lives of these writers and required them to
evolve sophisticated strategies in order to express on stage, albeit obliquely, their dilemmas as gay men.

From the delicate homoerotic frissons of Rattigan's early comedies to Coward's defiantly pro-sex stance,
Straight Acting is a provocative and witty insight into the subtly subversive tactics of gay writers working in
that apparently most conservative of forms, the 'well-made play'.
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From reader reviews:

Nelson Gendron:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Straight Acting: Popular Gay Drama from
Wilde to Rattigan (Film Studies: Bloomsbury Academic Collections). All type of book would you see on
many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Robert Williams:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Straight Acting:
Popular Gay Drama from Wilde to Rattigan (Film Studies: Bloomsbury Academic Collections) suitable to
you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Straight Acting: Popular
Gay Drama from Wilde to Rattigan (Film Studies: Bloomsbury Academic Collections)is a single of several
books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within
this book.

Earl Parker:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Straight Acting: Popular Gay
Drama from Wilde to Rattigan (Film Studies: Bloomsbury Academic Collections) is simple to create you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lena Robertson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Straight Acting: Popular Gay Drama from Wilde to
Rattigan (Film Studies: Bloomsbury Academic Collections) as well as others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Straight Acting: Popular Gay Drama
from Wilde to Rattigan (Film Studies: Bloomsbury Academic Collections) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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