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How did acting begin? What is its history, and what have the great thinkers on acting said about the art and
craft of performance? In this single-volume survey of the history of acting, Jean Benedetti traces the
evolution of the theories of the actor's craft drawing extensively on extracts from key texts, many of which
are unavailable for the student today. Beginning with the classical conceptions of acting as rhetoric and
oratory, as exemplified in the writing of Aristotle, Cicero and others, The Art of the Actor progresses to
examine ideas of acting in Shakespeare's time right through to the present day. Along the way, Benedetti
considers the contribution and theories of key figures such as Diderot, Stanislavski, Meyerhold, Brecht,
Artaud and Grotowski, providing a clear and concise explanation of their work illustrated by extracts and
summaries of their writings. Some source materials appear in the volume for the first timein English.

The Art of the Actor will be the essential history of acting for all students and actors interested in the great
tradition of performance, both as craft and as art.
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From reader reviews:
Vicki Allen:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the guide untitled The Art of the Actor can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Patrick Cartwright:

The reason why? Because this The Art of the Actor isan unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to

understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of positive
aspects than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So
, still want to postpone having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Joseph Davis:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Art of the Actor provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Daniel Bailey:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Art of the Actor can be the reply, oh how comes?
The new book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new
erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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