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Sustaining the Borderlands in the Age of NAFTA provides the only book-length study of the impact on
residents of the US-Mexico border of NAFTA's Environmental and Labor Side Accords, which required
each state to enforce labor and environmental regulations. Through field research in Matamoros, Tamaulipas,
anthropol ogist Suzanne Simon tests the premise that the side accords would encourage Mexican grassroots
democratization. The effectiveness of the side accords was tied to transparency and accountability and
practically bound to opportunities for Mexican border populations to participate in the side accord
petitioning and civil society input mechanisms. Simon conducted sixteen months of fieldwork with both a
group of environmental activists and a group of those fighting for labor justice in Mexico. Both of these
groups became enmeshed in the types of cross-border advocacy networks and coalition building efforts that
aretypical of the NAFTA era.

Although the key to the side accords' anticipated success lay in their ostensibly generous encouragement of a
participatory politics and sustainable development opportunities, Sustaining the Borderlands reveals that the
Mexican border populations for which they were largely created are effectively excluded from participating
due to the ongoing online, territorial, class, and cultural barriers that shape the borderlands. Rather than
experiencing the side accords and their companion institutions as transparent and accessible, residents
experienced them as opaque and indecipherable. Simon concludes that the side accords have failed to deliver
on their promise of bringing democracy to Mexico because practical mechanisms that would ensure their
effective implementation were never put in place.

NAFTA took effect at atime when Mexico was undergoing a democratic transition. The treaty was supposed
to encourage this transition and improve environmental and labor conditions on the US-Mexico border. This
book demonstrates that, twenty years later, the promises of NAFTA have not come to pass.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Hill:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're till students or the item for all peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Just ssimply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Sustaining the Borderlandsin the
Age of NAFTA: Development, Palitics, and Participation on the US-Mexico Border. All type of book can
you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Frederick Avelar:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for awhile is reading. Sure,
by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this Sustaining the Borderlands in the Age of
NAFTA: Development, Palitics, and Participation on the US-Mexico Border book as beginning and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Paula M ayo:

The book Sustaining the Borderlandsin the Age of NAFTA: Development, Palitics, and Participation on the
US-Mexico Border has alot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Mattie Martin:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Sustaining the Borderlands in the Age
of NAFTA: Development, Palitics, and Participation on the US-Mexico Border, you could enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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