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In 2002, the University of Michigan Press published Rodney Merrill's translation of Homer's Odyssey, an
interpretation of the classic that was unique in employing the meter of Homer's original. Praising Merrill's
translation of the Odyssey, Gregory Nagy of Harvard wrote, "Merrill's fine ear for the sound of ancient Greek
makes the experience of reading his Homer the nearest thing in English to actually hearing Homer. The
translator's English renders most faithfully the poet's ancient Greek---not only the words and meaning but
even the voice."

Merrill has now produced an edition of Homer's Iliad, following the same approach. This form of rendering
is particularly relevant to the Iliad, producing a strong musical setting that many elements of the narrative
require to come truly to life. Most notable are the many battle scenes, to which the strong meter gives an
impetus embodying and making credible the "war-lust" in the deeds of the combatants.

For many years, until his retirement, Rodney Merrill taught English composition and comparative literature
at Stanford and Berkeley. In addition to his translation of Homer's Odyssey, he is the author of "Chaucer's
Broche of Thebes."

Jacket photograph © 2007 Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

"Other competent translations of Homer exist, but none accomplish what Merrill aims for: to convey to the
reader-listener in translation the meaning and the sounds of Homer, coming as close as possible to the poetry
of the original. Merrill accomplishes this virtuosic achievement by translating Homer's Greek into English
hexameters, a process requiring not only a full understanding of the original Greek, but also an unusual
mastery of the sounds, rhythms, and nuances of English."
---Stephen G. Daitz, Professor Emeritus of Classics, City University of New York

"This is a faithful and powerful rendition of the original Greek. With his deep understanding of the language,
[Merrill] has succeeded in capturing the heroic essence of the Homeric Iliad."
---Gregory Nagy, Francis Jones Professor of Classical Greek Literature and Professor of Comparative
Literature, Harvard University, and author of Poetry as Performance: Homer and Beyond
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Powers:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Iliad book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The Iliad content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The Iliad is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Benjamin Nation:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The Iliad.

Leola Grant:

The particular book The Iliad has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Allison Morales:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Iliad is simple to bring you can read
it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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