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In 1498, when Vasco da Gama set foot in Kerala looking for Christians and spices, he unleashed a wave of
political fury that would topple local powers like a house of cards. The cosmopolitan fabric of a vibrant
trading society - with its Jewish and Arab merchants, Chinese pirate heroes and masterful Hindu Zamorins -
was ripped apart, heralding an age of violence and bloodshed. One prince, however, emerged triumphant
from this descent into chaos. Shrewdly marrying Western arms to Eastern strategy, Martanda Varma
consecrated the dominion of Travancore, destined to become one of the most dutiful pillars of the British
Raj. What followed was two centuries of internecine conflict in one of India's premier princely states,
culminating in a dynastic feud between two sisters battling to steer the fortunes of their house on the eve of
Independence. Manu S. Pillai's retelling of this sprawling saga focuses on the remarkable life and work of
Sethu Lakshmi Bayi, the last - and forgotten - queen of the House of Travancore. The supporting cast
includes the flamboyant painter Raja Ravi Varma and his wrathful wife, scheming matriarchs of 'violent,
profligate and sordid' character, wife-swapping court favourites, vigilant English agents, quarrelling consorts
and lustful kings. Extensively researched and vividly rendered, The Ivory Throne conjures up a dramatic
world of political intrigues and factions, black magic and conspiracies, crafty ceremonies and splendorous
temple treasures, all harnessed in a tragic contest for power and authority in the age of empire.
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From reader reviews:

James Conner:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Ivory Throne:
Chronicles of the House of Travancore suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Ivory Throne: Chronicles of the House of Travancoreis the main one of
several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world with this book.

Louis Venable:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a guide. The book Ivory Throne: Chronicles of the House of Travancore it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses
high quality.

Aaron Blue:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Ivory Throne: Chronicles of the
House of Travancore, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.

Emmett Willett:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among
the books in the top listing in your reading list is Ivory Throne: Chronicles of the House of Travancore. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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